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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1 - 23 are rejected under 35 USC 101 because the claimed invention, in light of 
the specification (for example on page 23 (paragraph 70)), encompasses non-statutory 
subject matter since such reads on (encompasses) software or program per se' (In re 
Beauregard (CAFC) 35 USPQ2d 1383) and MPEP 2106 (new EXAMINATION 
GUIDELINES FOR COMPUTER-RELATED INVENTIONS). Even though drafted as "A 
method", each of the recited elements encompass their software or program per se' 
equivalent (i.e., a client such as a Netscape Web Browser and/or a server such as 
Apache are each software devices and yet phrased as a client and a server); thus, the 
whole of the method encompasses pure software or program per se'; unlike "A method 
executing on hardware ". Also, while a hardware device claim, with functional acts, may 
inherently encompass a corresponding method, the same does not hold in the reverse 
since a corresponding method is broader in scope and can encompass a scope void of 
any hardware. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Flaxer 
et al. (U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2004/0162741) (Method and Apparatus for Product Lifecycle 
Management in a Distributed Environment Enabled by Dynamic Business Process 
Composition and Execution By Rule Inference). 

1 .1 Regarding claim 1 , Flaxer discloses a computer-implemented method for 
enabling consumption of services via a services network, the method comprising: 
providing access to a services directory, the services directory identifying a 
plurality of services associated with the network and at least one connector for 
facilitating consumption of each of the services via the network, each connector being 
operable to mediate communication protocol and business policy differences between a 
first end point on the network associated with the corresponding service and a second 
end point on the network associated with a consumer of the service (Abstract; Figs. 15, 
16A, 16B, 16C, 17A, 17B; paragraph 290 "conflict among rules"; paragraphs 39, 41, 
42); 
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for each of selected ones of the connectors, providing information accessible via 
the services directory regarding how to use the connector to consume the 
corresponding service (Abstract; Figs. 15, 16A, 16B, 16C, 17A, 17B; paragraph 290, 42, 
260, 264); and 

for each of selected ones of the services, providing access to a connector design 
process via the services directory, the connector design process being operable to 
facilitate creation of a new connector for the corresponding service, and to specify at 
least one business process for mediating the business policy differences (Abstract; 
Figs. 15, 16A, 16B, 16C, 17A, 178; paragraph 290 "change PLM-flow schema"; 
paragraphs 39, 41, 42). 

1 .2 Per claim 2, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising controlling 

visibility of each of the connectors in the services directory according to an identity 
associated with each user on the services network (Abstract; paragraph 42 "based on 
user identification of a target task"; paragraph 290). 

1 .3 Regarding claim 3, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 2 wherein controlling 
visibility of the connectors is also done with reference to a policy framework associated 
with the network, the policy framework defining access policies relating to the plurality of 
services (Abstract; paragraphs 42, 290). 



1 .4 Per claim 4, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 3 further comprising configuring 
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the policy franneworl< for a particular one of the services in response to input received 
from a service provider representative associated with the particular service (Abstract 
"service repository"; paragraph 21, 22, 30, 82). 

1 .5 Regarding claim 5, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 3 further comprising 
configuring the policy framework for a user in response to input received from an 
authorized representative of an enterprise associated with the user (Fig. 5; paragraphs 
98, 112). 

1 .6 Per claim 6, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the policy framework 
specifies any of access, authentication, and encryption technologies for each of the 
services (paragraph 300; paragraphs 299, 310 "authentication"; paragraph 310 "security 
manager"). 

1 .7 Regarding claim 7, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 2 wherein each identity 
includes any of an enterprise associated with the user, a role within the enterprise 
associated with the user, and an identifier of a client machine associated with the user 
(Abstract; paragraph 42 "based on user identification of a target task"; paragraph 290). 

1 .8 Per claim 8, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the services directory 
comprises a personalized directory corresponding to and configured by a specific user 
(paragraphs 29, 295). 
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1 .9 Regarding claim 9, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of 
services are controlled by a plurality of independent service providers and employ a 
plurality of interfaces at least some of which are not directly interoperable (paragraph 
330). 

1 .10 Per claim 10, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising facilitating 
copying of a previously created connector (Figs. 17A, 17B; paragraph 290, 291). 

1.11 Regarding claim 1 1 , Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 0 further comprising 
facilitating customization of the copied connector (Figs. 17A, 17B, 23; paragraph 290, 
291; paragraph 320 "customization and personalization of business processes"). 

1 .12 Per claim 12, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the information for 
each selected connector includes at least one of use instructions, authentication 
information, an address of an interface operable to communicate with the selected 

connector, a message schema associated with the selected connector, and a web 
services description language (WSDL)file associated with the service corresponding to 
the selected connector (paragraph 22 "service composition schema models"; 
paragraphs 299, 310 "authentication"; paragraph 331 "WSDL"). 

1.13 Regarding claim 13, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
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connector design process comprises: specifying a connector name (Fig. 3, item 340; 
paragraplis 88); specifying a connector address (paragraph 92); specifying a connector 
type (Fig. 3, item 345; paragrapli 88); specifying a post interface binding (paragraplis 
330, 342); and specifying the at least one business process (Abstract; Figs. 17A, 17B; 
paragraphs 290, 291). 

1.14 Per claim 14, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 13 wherein the connector 
address is on the services network (paragraph 92). 

1.15 Regarding claim 1 5, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 3 wherein the 
connector address is on an enterprise network associated with a developer engaged in 
the connector design process (paragraph 92). 

1.16 Per claim 1 6, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 1 3 wherein the connector type 
supports one of one-way messaging, two-way messaging, and both one-way and two- 
way messaging (Figs. 17A, 17B; paragraphs 290, 295). 

1.17 Regarding claim 17, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 13 wherein the post 
interface binding corresponds to one of a SOAP interface, an FTP interface, an AS2 
interface, a synchronous interface, an asynchronous interface, and a custom interface 
(paragraph 141, 240, 330, 333, 347). 
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1 .18 Per claim 18, Flaxer teaclies tlie method of claim 17 wherein the custom 
interface is specified by a developer engaged in the connector design process (Fig. 23; 
paragraphs 320, 333, 347). 

1.19 Regarding claim 19, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 wherein each 
connector comprises at least one of an inbound mapping process and an outbound 
mapping process for mediating the business policy differences (paragraphs 287, 290, 
312). 

1 .20 Per claim 20, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 19 wherein the at least one of 
the inbound mapping process and the outbound mapping process resides in the 
services network (paragraphs 287, 290, 312). 

1 .21 Regarding claim 21 , Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 9 wherein the at least 
one of the inbound mapping process and the outbound mapping process resides in an 
enterprise network associated with the corresponding service (paragraphs 287, 290, 
312). 

1 .22 Per claim 22, Flaxer teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising providing 
at least one connector template from which the new connector may be created 
(paragraphs 39, 40, 301 ). 
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1 .23 Regarding claim 23, Flaxer discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the new 
connector is not a SOAP connector, the method further comprising automatically 
generating a SOAP connector with reference to at least one schema file relating to the 
service corresponding to the new connector (paragraph 330). 

1 .24 Per claims 24 - 33, the rejection of claims 1 - 23 under 35 USC 1 02(e) 
(paragraphs 1.1-1 .23 above) applies fully. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth R. Coulter whose telephone number is 571 
272-3879. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 7:30 am - 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571 272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kenneth R Coulter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2441 



/KRC/ 



